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Pleasanton Corporate Commons (PCC) is a multi-
tenant, property-managed commercial office 
campus that revamped its recycling program after 
discovering just how little campus waste was being 
recycled. The four-building site recycles over 410 
tons of waste per year, cutting the overall amount  
of garbage generated by 75%. 

The most important step was to get tenants 
involved. Management met with each tenant to 
explain and troubleshoot collection details, and  
the night custodians placed educational postcards 
on everyone’s desk right before rolling out the new 
program. Using clearly labeled bins for garbage  
and recycling makes sorting easy and helps reduce 
contamination. The reinvigorated recycling program 
reduces PCC’s garbage costs by 86%, saving over 
$60,000 per year.

 
CASE STUDIES

Recycling Saves Office Property Manager Thousands

REDUCTION IN OVERALL GARBAGE: 75%

Fremont-based Mobile Mini, a provider of secure 
portable offices and storage units made from 
shipping containers, increased the amount of 
material they recycle or compost from 10% to 93%, 
leaving very little to go to the landfill. Going well 
beyond the requirements under the Mandatory 
Recycling Ordinance, the company now recycles 
construction materials like sheetrock and pallets,  
and collects food scraps and food-soiled paper for 
composting.

The move was in part a result of an internal 
workplace organizing effort at the company. “The 
change has made us more efficient, decreased  
cost and boosted employee morale,” notes Branch 
Manager Leon Evans. Keys to success include  
well-designed trash stations, excellent signage, and 
active staff engagement.

 
Mobile Mini Steps Up Efficiency Along With Recycling

REDUCTION IN OVERALL GARBAGE: 93%
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CITY RECYCLING AND ORGANICS SERVICE REQUIREMENTS 

Alameda Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Albany Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Berkeley Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Castro Valley Sanitary District Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Dublin N/A – City of Dublin has chosen not to participate in the Mandatory Recycling Ordinance.

Emeryville Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Fremont Recycling required for all businesses and multi-family properties. 
Organics collection requirements effective July 1, 2017.

Hayward Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Livermore Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Newark Recycling required for all businesses and multi-family properties. 
Organics collection requirements effective July 1, 2017.

Oakland Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Oro Loma Sanitary District  
(L1 District only) Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties. 

Piedmont Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Pleasanton Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

San Leandro Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Unincorporated 
Alameda County Recycling and Organics required for all businesses and multi-family properties.

Union City Recycling required for businesses with 4+ cubic yards of weekly garbage service  
and multi-family properties.

TABLE A: MANDATORY RECYCLING REQUIREMENTS BY CITY

Cities and municipalities were given the option to fully participate in the Ordinance, 
opt-out entirely from participation, or delay all or portions of the Ordinance. Due to this 
flexibility, the timing and scope differs among the 17 jurisdictions in Alameda County. 
The following table provides an overview of the recycling requirements for businesses 
and multi-family properties (five or more units) in each jurisdiction at the time of print.  
Visit www.RecyclingRulesAC.org/cities-overview for more information.  
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For a complete list of the recycling rules, view the “Recycling Rules Overview” on the back of this brochure.



RECYCLING RULES OVERVIEW

This law applies 
to businesses and 
institutions in the 
following jurisdictions: 

Alameda
Albany 
Berkeley
Castro Valley Sanitary District
Emeryville
Fremont
Hayward
Livermore
Newark
Oakland
Oro Loma Sanitary District
Piedmont
Pleasanton
San Leandro
Unincorporated Alameda County
Union City
See page 10 for more information about the 
requirements in each jurisdiction. 

Alameda County Waste Management Authority  
Mandatory Recycling Ordinance
Visit www.RecyclingRulesAC.org for more information about the Ordinance and to 
find downloadable resources, including posters, employee/tenant letters, and more!  
To learn more about the State’s recycling regulations, visit www.CalRecycle.ca.gov.

STAY INFORMED

SIGN UP ONLINE

Receive email alerts
and more information
about the ordinance

Recycling Requirements  
• Provide containers and service  
 of sufficient number, size, and 
 frequency for recyclables.

• Recycle cardboard, newspaper,  
 white paper, mixed recyclable paper,  
 recyclable glass food and beverage  
 containers, metal (aluminum and  
 steel) food and beverage containers,  
 PET (#1) and HDPE (#2) plastic bottles. 

• Ensure recycling containers are  
 contamination free. No garbage   
 or organics may be placed in  
 recycling containers.

Organics Requirements*  
• Provide containers and service  
 of sufficient number, size and    
 frequency for organics.

• Place food scraps, compostable  
 paper and plant debris in a  
 separate organics cart/bin for  
 organics collection.

• Ensure organics containers are  
 contamination free. No garbage  
 or recyclables may be placed in   
 organics containers. 

* Applies to businesses that generate significant quantities of     
   organics. See page 4 for more information.

              Notification Requirements  
All businesses and multi-family properties with recycling and 
organics collection requirements must also: 

Provide information at least annually to employees, 
tenants, and contractors describing how to properly use 
the recycling, garbage, and organics containers, as well  
as no later than 14 days after move-in and no less than  
14 days prior to move-out of tenant businesses.

1537 Webster Street 
Oakland, CA 94612   
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See page 4 for details.


